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In spring 2012, a new public lecture 
series will begin at Boise State 
University. The goal of the series is to 
promote interdisciplinary inquiry and to 
foster dialogue across the campus and 
community, based on the premise that  
big questions need interdisciplinary answers.

How are conceptions of nature expressed 
in literature, art, philosophy, music, and 
other humanities disciplines? How did 
ideas of nature change from 1660-1860, a 
period of radical change and revolution?

Three distinguished speakers will come to 
Boise State on February 17, March 15, and 
April 30, 2012. These lectures are free and 
open to the public and will be followed by 
a reception with a cash bar and appetizers. 

Tickets for the receptions are 
limited: please contact Dr. Harvey at 
samanthaharvey@boisestate.edu or go 
to www.boisestate.edu/research/ahi 
for more information.

The Series The Schedule
Friday, February 17, 2012  6-7 PM

On Metaphor and Progress: 
Nature in Literature and 
Landscape Painting in 
19th-Century America
Rochelle Johnson 
Professor of English, College of Idaho

Thursday, March 15, 2012  6-7 PM
Henry David Thoreau and 
Health in Nature
James Engell 
Gurney Professor of English,  
Harvard University

Monday, April 30, 2012  6-7 PM
Romanticism, Blake, and the 
Politics of Nature
Kevin Hutchings 
Research Chair in Literature, Culture 
and Environmental Studies,  
University of Northern British  
Columbia, Canada

The Idea of Nature

All events will be held in the Boise State Student Union 
Building, Simplot Ballroom A-B, followed by a reception.
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Samantha Harvey, Assistant Professor of English
Boise State University

“The Idea of Nature: 1660-1860”
ENG 530 T/Th 4:40-5:55 ILC 404

Boise State Lectures (not open to the public)

Communication

2/7 “Hideous and Desolate” Wilderness of 17th-Century Puritan 

Samantha Harvey, English

3/1 Colonizing Robinson Crusoe

History

Moby-Dick

How are conceptions of nature expressed in literature, art, philosophy, music, and other 
humanities disciplines? How did ideas of nature change from 1660-1860, a period of 
radical change and revolution?

The goal of this course is not to answer all the questions - but rather, to ask the right 
questions. Each lecture will be a snapshot of a moment in time, taken through the lens of 
a particular discipline. This innovative model of pedagogy will stimulate students to think 
across established disciplines, time periods, and analytical methods.

poetry, essays, philosophical texts, political tracts, musical compositions, and visual art. 
Through a variety of assignments, the student will hone analytical skills, forge intercon-
nections between fields of study, and expand knowledge of ideas that were fundamental 
to the formation of modern society and culture.

The Idea of Nature


