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History 319: Eastern Europe since 

the Second World War 

While the phrase “Eastern Europe” is often criticized for its (a) lack of precision, (b) fundamental politicization, (b) perjorative implications, and (d) obsolescence, there is no better short form for labelling the lands of Europe that fell under the domination of the Soviet Union after the Second World War.  There are other unifying factors: these are the lands and peoples who fall between the major European empires (German, Russian, Ottoman); these are lands to which the industrial revolution came late.  

Eastern Europe has also been a region of political and ideological experimentation for the past century.  The period covered by this class, from 1945 to the present, was one exceptional period of such experimentation, in which a foreign import – Soviet style communism – was applied and tested on the raw material of underdeveloped and mutually hostile lands and peoples.  This experimentation, from origins through consequences, is the subject of this class.  
We will use a variety of sources.  Because Eastern European societies had outstanding, innovative film industries, we will use film extensively; because they also produced great literature, we will sample that as well.  The course’s focused time frame will allow us to explore particular issues in great depth.  

Readings: The following required books are available in the campus bookstore. Other readings will be made available in some easy to manage way (tba, but probably email attachment).

Vladimir Tismaneanu,  Reinventing Politics
Gale Stokes, From Stalinism to Pluralism (2d ed., 1996)
Bohumil Hrabal, Too Loud a Solitude

Timothy Garton Ash, The Polish Revolution: Solidarity (3d ed, 2002)

Anna Funder, Stasiland
Films: Please note that I will show films in this class. I do so because I believe that the films will do an excellent job of making important historical points while demonstrating the vitality of East European culture, even under communism.  One of these films is rated “R” and does have nudity.  If for some reason you do not wish to, or are not allowed to, watch this film, due to its rating or its content, then I suggest not taking the class.  The films, like the books, are integral to the course and you will be responsible for them.  I won’t substitute.
Assignments: You will write three in-class essays and take a final essay exam, each worth 20 points. The three essays will cover everything in the class to that point – lectures, discussions, readings, films – and take the entire class period. You will be allowed to have your notes and your books with you when you take them (the same will apply to the final exam).  They are in the schedule below.  The questions I ask will be challenging. I value your ability to provide a serious interpretation and back it up with material from the class. The final will cover the entire class, and you will have two hours to take it.
Map Test: Everyone will take a map test worth twenty points.  The test will have twenty items drawn from the list at the end of this syllabus.  Every item is worth a half point.  I will give this test on the second Friday of class. 
Cheating: Anyone caught cheating (plagiarism, in most cases) will be given an “F” and removed from the class immediately. I don’t seek out cheaters, but I do not make exceptions when I discover them.
Grading: So the course will have 100 points.  I will grade on the following scale: A = 90-100 points; B = 80-89, C = 70-79, D = 60-69, F = 0-60.

Course Schedule:

Week 1 (Aug. 23): Historical Background: Empires, Nations, People

Read: Tismaneanu, chapter 1.

Week 2 (Aug. 30): Collaboration and Resistance in World War II

Read: Tismaneanu, chapter 1.

Week 3 (Sept. 6): Communist Takeovers

Read: Tismaneanu, chapters 1 and 2; Stokes, docs. 4-6

Week 4 (Sept. 13): “Ashes and Diamonds” (Polish film)

Read: Tismaneanu, chapters 1 and 2; Stokes, docs. 7, 8.  
Week 5 (Sept. 20): Yugoslavia’s Exception

Read: Tismaneanu, chapter 2; Stokes, doc. 9, 14
First In-Class Essay on Monday, Sept. 20
Week 6 (Sept. 27): Stalinism in Eastern Europe
Read: Tismaneanu, chapter 2; Stokes, docs. 7, 10, 11

Week 7 (Oct. 4): “When Father Was Away on Business” (Yugoslav film)

Week 8 (Oct. 11): Destalinization and Revolution: 1956 in Hungary and Poland

Read: Tismaneanu, chapter 2; Stokes, doc. 12

Week 9 (Oct. 18): Stagnation and Revolution: Czechoslovakia, 1968

Read: Tismaneanu, chapter 3 and 4; Bohumil Hrabal, Too Loud a Solitude; Stokes, docs. 19-21, 27
Week 10 (Oct. 25): Solidarity in Poland

Read: Tismaneanu, chapter 4 and 5; Garton Ash, The Polish Revolution, all; Stokes, docs. 32-36
Second In-Class Essay on Monday, Oct. 25
Week 11 (Nov. 1): The Revolutions of 1989

Read: Tismaneanu, chapter 6; Stokes, docs. 38-43
Week 12 (Nov. 8): Post-Communism in Eastern Europe
Read: Tismaneanu, chapter 7

Week 13 (Nov. 15): Nationalism in Eastern Europe: Yugoslavia

Read: Tismaneanu, chapter 8; Stokes, docs. 44-51
Week 14 (Nov. 29): “Goodbye Lenin”: Emerging from the Communist Straitjacket
Read: Stasiland

Final In-Class Essay on Friday, Dec. 3.
Week 15 (Dec. 6): Overflow…
Written Assignments: All assignments except quizzes should be treated as formal writing assignments, and you should use Chicago Manual style in preparing them (as opposed to the MLA style manual).  That style is also explained in Kate Turabian, Manual for Writers, which can be found on carts throughout the library.  The guidelines for grading, which will be the basis for an evaluation form that will accompany every graded assignment, are as follows:

A: Essays which receive an “A” grade will be flawlessly written, have a thesis that is worth defending, be interpretive and analytical rather than merely descriptive, use evidence effectively, and, in general, be inspired.  An “A” is a very difficult grade to receive. 

B. “B” essays are written very well, defend a worthwhile thesis, use evidence appropriately, and support an interpretation.

C. “C” essays are written well and attempt to support an interpretation, although they reflect the misuse of evidence and are overly descriptive rather than analytical. 

D. Poorly written, poorly conceptualized, but attempts to answer the question.

F. Fails to present and/or support an interpretation, poorly written.

Terms for Map Test:

Cities:

Warsaw

Krakow

Lviv

Kiev

Berlin

Skopje

Prague

Bratislava

Budapest

Vienna

Bucharest

Ljubljana

Iasi

Cluj

Belgrade

Pristina

Zagreb

Sarajevo

Sofia

Tirana

Countries/Regions:

Bohemia

Croatia

Romania

Galicia

Serbia

Bulgaria

Bessarabia

Sudetenland

Slovakia

Macedonia

Slovenia

Silesia

Bosnia

Montenegro

Transylvania

Banat

Macedonia

Kosovo

Water:

Black Sea

Baltic Sea

Adriatic Sea

Danube River

Elbe River

Bug River

Vistula River

Sava River

Vardar River

