
COMM 486
Studies in Media Production – Advanced Cinematography
SPRING 2012

Meeting Time: Tuesday 6:00pm – 9:00pm                       

Instructor:  Michael Margulies, ASC

Bldg: Communication Bldg. Rm115                  E-mail: michaelmargulies@boisestate.edu
Over forty years of experience has taught me one thing.  Experience is the best teacher.  I have found that hands-on experience, examples, and lectures set the information in a student’s mind. Teaching students how and where to find information, collaboration with other students, textbooks, art books, film screenings, technical manuals, and mentoring gives them the courage to experiment without the fear of failure, and the confidence to push to the extremes.  Critiques and reviews are always handled from a positive viewpoint.  All work is good; some work is just better than others depending on whom you ask.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Comm. 486 Studies in Media Production will give you hands-on class work, lighting and shooting scenarios in class and out on the campus that expands the creative use of lighting for the mood and story telling, as well as gaining experience with composition.  Each student will function on class projects as director of photography, electrician, grip, director, actor, and other members of the crew during the semester.  

TEXT BOOKS:  ** 

REQUIRED: **REFLECTIONS, by Benjamin Bergery (ASC Press)
REQUIRED:  Additional readings from hand-outs and on-line articles

REQUIRED READING:  http://motion.kodak.com/motion/Education/Publications/Essential_reference_guide/index.htm?CID=go&idhbx=referenceguide
RECOMMENDED: THE FIVE C’S OF CINEMATOGRAPHY by Joseph V. Mascelli
RECOMMENDED: CINEMATOGRAPHY, Theory and Practice by Blain Brown
** This book is not available at the BSU student book store, but is available at: 

AMAZON.COM (free shipping) and ASC Bookstore or on-line at www.theasc.com
Use coupon code BSU12 to get your 40% discount and mention my name and that you are a student at Boise State University.

** Required book must be purchased prior to the first class meeting.

OBJECTIVE
Lighting is the most important and most difficult part of the work of the Director of Photography.  This course is devoted to developing a greater level of skills in lighting for film, video, and digital capture, stressing hands-on work.  All students are expected to cooperate in sharing equipment and to fully assist other members of the crew on class production projects in the class room/studio and on campus locations.

ATTENDANCE 

In order for you to meet the objectives of the course, class attendance is mandatory.  Class will meet three hours, one day per week. Class projects will require addition time outside the classroom. There are no unexcused absences.  Quizzes will be administered frequently to encourage reading the texts. Therefore, no make-up instruction or make-up quizzes will be provided.

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 

You will be required to participate in all the class productions over the course of the semester.  You will also be expected to complete reading assignments prior to class.  Course grades will be determined as follows:

                                                                 Points          Percentage

Class Projects 
600 

60%

Quizzes




100

10%
Participation and Attendance


200

20%
Final Exam




100

10%
Total Points                                                1,000                100%
REVISED TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE 

Week 1


January 17


Introduction 
                                                                                                Screenings 









Readings: Reflections:  Ch. 3 









Kodak:  Pgs. 83 – 90

Week 2


January 24


Pre-production 






                        Screenings  









Readings: Reflections: Ch. 4

                                                                                                Kodak: Pgs. 133-138

Week 3


January 31


Documentary Films








Screenings 









Readings: Reflections: Ch 6 & 16

Week 4


February 7 


Class project #1 

                                                                                                Candlelit (studio) (Reflect Pg. 139)




            

            Reading: Reflections: Ch. 8 & 9 

Week 5


February 14


Movies with Stunts & Westerns
Screenings

Readings: Reflections: Ch.13 & 14

Week 6


February 21


Musical Film








Screenings









Readings: Reflections:  Ch.10 & 12

Week 7


February 28


Class project #2: 









Filling Shadows (studio) (Reflect Pg 99)

                                                                                                Reading:  Kodak:  Pgs 115 – 120

Week 8


March 6


Movies with Special Effects




Screenings






Readings: Reflections:  Ch.5 & 7

Week 9


March 13


Class project #3: 

                                                                                                Moving Source (studio) (Reflect Pg 49)







Readings: Reflections: Ch.18 

Week 10


March 20                                Screening:  
Week 11


March 26 – April 1                SPRING BREAK – NO CLASSES
Week 12


April 3



Class project #4

   






      
Light effects  (studio)
 

Readings: Reflections:  Ch.15

Week 13


April 10


Documentary project #5 

                                                                                                Hard light (studio) (Reflect Pg 31)









Readings: Reflections:  Ch. 25     






Week 14


April 17


Class project #6









Green screen (on campus & studio)









Readings: Reflections:  Ch. 23

Week 15


April 24


Guest speaker
Screenings









Readings: Reflections:  Ch. 17

Week 16


May 1



Guest speaker

Week 17


May 8


            Final Exam
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