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The Department of Communication offers a graduate program leading to the Master of Arts degree. The program prepares students to analyze and function within various levels of social relationships from interpersonal to family, organizational, and political arenas of contemporary life. Students develop a comprehensive theoretical background and conceptual skills required for transformative practices in a broad variety of contexts. Emphasis is placed on how questions of ethics, values and processes, and community inform knowledge of and about communication.
General Information and Student Responsibilities“The great end of education is to discipline rather than furnish the mind; to train it in the use of its own powers rather than fill it with the accumulations of others.”
- Tryon Edwards




First, each student is responsible for regularly checking, completing, and submitting all Graduate Program forms to the graduate college.  There are several forms, each due at various times.  All the forms are available on the graduate college website: http://www.boisestate.edu/gradcoll/0004.html.  The academic calendar link provides you with all of the deadlines for these forms.  It is your responsibility to ensure that these forms are completed, signed, and submitted by the deadlines listed on the academic calendar. 
Second, there are three required courses for all graduate students: Communication 501 (Research and Writing), Communication 505 (Theory and Philosophy of Human Communication), and Seminar 598 (Introduction to Graduate Studies).  These courses prepare you for the process of completing a Master’s Degree in Communication.   It is strongly recommended that during your first semester of graduate school you take Seminar 598 and either Communication 501 or Communication 505 depending on which is offered that semester.  During your second semester it is strongly recommended that you take either Communication 501 or 505 (whichever you have not already taken) to complete your preparation for your Master’s Degree.  During your second semester, you are also encouraged to enroll in additional courses to fulfill your coursework requirements and begin exploring your areas of interest that may pertain to your thesis writing.
Third, please plan on registering for classes early.  Do not wait until the last minute to register as the class may be cancelled.  
Requirement Overview and Checklists
The Master of Arts in Communication is a general Master’s degree in the sense that we provide an education that explores how communication constitutes relationships, organization, and society.  The department requires three courses that prepare and guide students through the rigorous education that occurs at the Master’s level in the Communication Department.  We then offer a series of electives that explore prominent areas of Human Communication from which students may choose.  This format enables students to both obtain a broad understanding of Communication and the flexibility to shape their program as it aligns with their thesis interests. Finally, we provide students the opportunity to focus their interests with independent study in order to complete a small project in a particular area of study.  In every class we offer philosophically informed theory, research, and applied options for advanced study in communication.  Below you will find a list of the courses offered in our graduate program, a suggested timeline to help you negotiate the process, a checklist to keep track of the courses you have completed, and information regarding the required forms and policies of the Boise State Graduate College. 
M.A. Communication Program Graduate Courses

	 Master of Arts in Communication 
	 
	 

	 Course Number and Title
	 
	Credits

	 Core Sequence
 COMM 501 Communication Research and Writing 
 COMM 505 Theory and Philosophy of Communication
 COMM 598 Seminar
	
3
3
1
	7

	 Elective Courses
 Choose from the following courses to total 12-18 credits:
 COMM 506 Interpersonal Communication
 COMM 507 Organizational Communication
 COMM 508 Media Theory and Practice
 COMM 509 Legal and Ethical Aspects of Communication
 COMM 510 Community, Communication and Politics
 COMM 511 Critical Theory
 COMM 512 Culture and Communication
 COMM 513 Public Relations
 COMM 514 Media Writing
 COMM 580 Advanced Theory and Philosophy
 COMM 581 Advanced Research and Writing
 COMM 582 Advanced Interpersonal Communication
 COMM 583 Advanced Organizational Communication
 COMM 584 Advanced Media Theory & Practice
 COMM 585 Advanced Culture and Communication
 COMM 586 Advanced Studies in Critical Theory
 COMM 587 Advanced Studies in Globalization
 COMM 588 Advanced Cross-Cultural Communication
 COMM 589 Advanced Public Relations
	

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
	12-18

	 Other Elective Courses
 Choose from the following courses as necessary to reach the total
    credit requirement:
 COMM 590 Practicum/Internship
 COMM 595 Readings and Conference
 COMM 596 Directed Research
	


3-6
3-6
3-6
	0-6

	 Culminating Activity
 COMM 593 Thesis
	
6
	6

	    TOTAL:      
	 
	31


Elective Substitutions:   A student may substitute up to three courses totaling no more than 9 credits to meet the elective requirements.  These courses may be from departments outside of the Department of Communication.  Approval is required by the supervisory committee and the graduate program coordinator, and the substitutions must be consistent with all applicable regulations of the Graduate College.


M.A. Communication Program Checklist

	Master of Arts in Communication
	Credits
	Semester
	Grade

	Course Number and Title
	
	
	

	Core Sequence (Taken First Year)
	7
	
	

	COMM 501
	Communication Research and Writings 
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 505
	Theory and Philosophy of Communication
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 598
	Seminar
	1
	
	
	

	Elective Courses Choose from the following courses to total 12-18 credits
	
	12-18
	
	

	COMM 506
	Interpersonal Communication
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 507
	Organizational Communication
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 508
	Media Theory and Practice
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 509
	Legal and Ethical Aspects of Communication
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 510
	Community, Communication and Politics
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 511
	Critical Theory
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 512
	Culture and Communication
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 513
	Public Relations
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 514
	Media Writing
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 580
	Selected Topics: Advanced Theory and Philosophy
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 581
	Selected Topics: Advanced Research and Writing
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 582
	Selected Topics: Advanced Interpersonal Communication
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 583
	Selected Topics:  Advanced Organizational Communication
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 584
	Selected Topics: Advanced Media Theory and Practice
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 585
	Selected Topics: Advanced Culture and Communication
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 586
	Selected Topics: Advanced Studies in Critical Theory
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 587
	Selected Topics: Advanced Studies in Globalization
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 588
	Selected Topics: Advanced Cross-Cultural Communication
	3
	
	
	

	COMM 589
	Selected Topics: Advanced Public Relations
	3
	
	
	

	Other Elective Courses
	
	0-6
	
	

	Choose from the following courses as necessary to reach the total credit requirement:
	
	
	
	

	COMM 590
	Practicum/Internship
	3-6
	
	
	

	COMM 595
	Reading and Conference
	3-6
	
	
	

	COMM 596
	Independent Study
	3-6
	
	
	

	Culminating Activity
	
	6
	
	

	COMM 593
	Thesis
	6
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL:
	31
	
	
	




M.A. Communication Program Timeline
	

	First Year
	· Complete Comm 598, Comm 505, and Seminar Comm 501
· Visit Temporary Advisor
· Select a permanent Advisor/Chair
· Develop and submit a Program Development Form* to Faculty Advisor/Chair
· Advisor signs off on Program of Development
· Create a 3-person committee/Submit Appointment of Supervisory Committee form
· Advisor organizes a Program of Development committee meeting
· Distribute Program Development to committee
· Committee signs off on Program Development 
· Complete at least 15 hours of coursework
· Submit Application for Admission to Candidacy form
· Advisor/Chair announces the time of the Prospectus meeting
· Submit Thesis Prospectus to committee 2 weeks prior to Prospectus defense 
· Defend Thesis Prospectus orally with Committee

	
Second Year
	
· Complete Coursework
· Complete Thesis 
· Advisor/Chair announces the time of the Thesis Defense for a Public Defense
· Distribute Thesis to committee 2 weeks prior to Defense
· Defend Thesis Orally with Committee and Public Audience/Committee signs Defense Committee Approval form or Failure Form
· Submit Application for Graduation Form
· If necessary, revise thesis according to Committee suggestions
· Revise Thesis in accordance with the format rules of the Graduate School.
· Thesis Chair Submits Final Reading Approval forms (one as chair and one from committee) 
· Thesis Chair Submits Report of Culminating Activity
· Submit Copy of thesis to graduate college for edits
· Hand in revised, final thesis 
· Bind copy of thesis chair for office records
· Submit Access Agreement Form



*A Program Development form is a brief document that contains the student’s academic and professional goals, the courses to be taken, and potential thesis topic areas the student is considering. The Program Development should be completed as soon as possible in the first year along with the selection of a Thesis Advisor/Chair in order to enable students to feasibly finish their Theses by the last semester of their second year. 


	Graduate Forms
These Forms are initiated by Graduate Students

	Form
	Approximate Due Date

	Application for Admission to Candidacy (AAC)
The AAC is a required form for all graduate students enrolled in degree programs.  This is a critically important form that specifies a detailed plan of study as evaluated by the Graduate College to ensure that the student will meet all requirements prior to graduation.  
	Submitted when the student has finished approximately half of the degree requirements in order to ensure that student can correct any problems discovered by the Graduate Coordinator or Graduate College before the anticipated graduation date.

	Request for Adjustment of Academic Requirements (RAAR) 
The RAAR form is used to modify the student’s program requirements as indicated previously on the Application to Admission to Candidacy (AAC) described above. 	
	Submitted only after the AAC has been submitted and approved by the Graduate College.  If approved the RAAR becomes an official part of the student’s program and his/her Candidacy Document.

	Program Development Form
The Program Development Form is used at the department level as approved by the Thesis Chair to help plan courses to be used in the student’s degree plan. This form cannot be used as a substitute for the AAC above.  
	Developed and submitted to Thesis Chair during the first year of the Master’s Degree.

	Appointment of Supervisor Committee
A supervisory committee is composed of members of the graduate faculty who are charged with the guidance of a student in a specific graduate program.  The committee consists of a major advisor who serves as chair plus two more but no more than four additional members.  The major advisor is the primary mentor for the student and must be a member of the graduate faculty.  
	Must be submitted to Graduate Admission and Degree Services by degree-seeking students in a graduate program a) within one year of the onset of coursework or b) by the time the Application for Admission to Candidacy for a Graduate Degree form is submitted, whichever is first. 

	Application for Directed Research 
Directed research projects involve research conducted by a graduate student under the supervision of a member of the graduate faculty.  This requires a clear statement or hypothesis or proposition, a review of literature, analysis and synthesis of data, and the inference of conclusions.  The results must be written into a report and cannot be incorporated into the student’s thesis.  
	See Academic Calendar: http://ipt.boisestate.edu/Resources/calendar.htm 

	Application for Graduate Independent Study
Graduate Independent Study involves advanced study of a specialized topic.  Any individual who has been admitted to the Graduate College is eligible.  The graduate student is expected to work under the supervision of a member of the graduate faculty but with a high degree of autonomy.  Independent studies cannot substitute for regularly scheduled course offerings.  Nor may a course offering be a significant component of an independent study. 
	Students must meet with the graduate faculty who will lead the Independent Study and obtain their permission before submitting an Independent Study form.  Form due the semester prior to the Independent Study. 

	Application to Graduation
The Application to Graduation form is submitted to the registrar and the Graduate College in order to ensure that all requirements have been met. 
	Apply the semester of planned graduation by logging into BroncoWeb.

	Access Agreement for a Thesis or Dissertation (AATD)
The AATD is the official document by which a graduate student A) provides necessary certifications for the final version of his or her thesis and b) grants the university a non-exclusive right to archive the thesis and make  it publicly accessible under specified conditions. 
	Submitted only after the student has passed the final oral exam/defense and the thesis has received final reading approval from the Chair of the Supervisory Committee.  

	Program Change Request (PCR)
The PCR is to be used by a student who would like to be dropped from that program and immediately admitted into a different degree or certificate program at the university. 
	Submitted by the student at any point that the student wishes to change programs.

	This table summarizes the information about official forms required by the Graduate School. For the actual forms please see:  http://www.boisestate.edu/gradcoll/0004.html 
For specific due dates please visit BroncoWeb for the official Academic Calendar


Graduate College Forms
	Graduate Forms
These Forms are initiated by Thesis Chair

	Form
	Approximate Due Date

	Defense Committee Approval Form
Thesis Chair brings this form to the oral defense.  If student passes, the chair and the committee sign the form.
	Submitted after the successful completion of the oral defense. 

	Final Reading Approval (Chair)
The Final Reading Approval form confirms that the Thesis Chair has read the thesis after revisions and s/he approves that the thesis is complete.
	Submitted after all revisions to thesis are complete and the thesis is ready for final submission to the Graduate College.

	Final Reading Approval (Committee)
This form confirms that the supervisory committee approves has read the thesis after revisions and approves that the thesis is complete.

	Submitted after all revisions to thesis are complete and the thesis is ready for final submission to the Graduate College.

	Report of Culminating Activity
This form evaluates the student’s performance for her/his graduate career.  
	Submitted after the completion of the Oral Thesis Defense. 

	Failure of Final Oral Examination (RFFOE)
The RFFOE is the official document by which the failure of the final oral exam/Thesis Defense is reported to the Graduate College.  
	Submitted after the completion of the Oral Thesis Defense.

	Request for an Extension of Time
Master’s Students have a seven year time limit for completion of their degree.  The Request for an Extension of Time explains the need for the extension. 
	Submitted prior to the seven year time limit expiration. 

	This table summarizes the information about official forms required by the Graduate School. For the actual forms please see:  http://www.boisestate.edu/gradcoll/0004.html 
For specific due dates please visit BroncoWeb for the official Academic Calendar





Graduate College Policies
	Policy
	Catalog Page

	Academic Calendar
The University’s official academic calendar lists important deadlines for each term and is also available online at http://registrar.boisestate.edu/Calendars.htm.  Students are responsible for complying with all applicable deadlines.  The academic year begins with the fall semester.
	4-7

	Course Loads and Graduate Assistantships
Although 8 credits is considered full-time for fee paying purposes, a full Boise State graduate assistantship requires enrollment in 9-12 credits.  With 5-8 credits a student may be eligible for a partial assistantship.
	41, 45

	Time Limits
The time limit to complete a certificate/degree is a single, continuous interval that begins with the term of the first course that counts toward certificate/degree requirements: four years for a certificate, seven years for a master’s degree.
	31, 35

	Extension of Time
Students who exceed the allotted time in a program may request an extension by writing a letter to the Program Coordinator explaining the delay and the plan to ensure completion.  The letter accompanies a Request for Extension of Time form that is initiated by the Program Coordinator and is signed by the student, advisor, and coordinator before being forwarded to the Graduate Dean for a decision.
	Forms page of Graudate College Website

	Appointment of Graduate Assistants
Graduate assistants hired and funded with University resources are selected by individual departments (check departments for application deadlines).  Service may not exceed 20hr/wk and students must maintain a 3.0 GPA or higher and meet departmental performance requirements.  See also Course Loads and Graduate Assistantships, above.
	45

	Application to Candidacy
Master’s students should apply for candidacy as soon as they are eligible, but no later than the semester prior to the semester of graduation (see the academic calendar for deadlines). Master’s students: when at least ½ of the credits for the degree have been completed and with Regular Status; certificate students: last semester of coursework.
	27-29

	Academic Eligibility 
Students admitted to graduate programs must maintain a 3.0 GPA or higher every semester in which they are enrolled, regardless of the number of credits taken or their level (i.e., graduate or undergraduate). Students must also achieve a 3.0 GPA or higher in their graduate program, as defined by the courses listed on their Application for Admission to Candidacy form.
	25-26

	500/600 Level Courses
Any graduate student, regardless of whether s/he is non-degree seeking or is pursuing a certificate, master’s degree, or doctorate, may take 500- and 600-level courses.  Undergraduates who are seniors may take 500-level courses but not 600-level courses using the Permit for Seniors to Take Graduate Courses form.
	27

	Credit Taken in Non-Degree Seeking Status of Transferred from Another University
No more than 1/3 of the credits applied to a certificate or degree may be earned at Boise State or elsewhere prior to admission to a program.  These credits must be approved by the program and the Graduate College.
	26, 31, 35

	Undergraduate Courses
An undergraduate course may be applied to a graduate degree only if it is an upper-division course in a discipline outside the major field of study in the degree program, a grade of A or B is earned, and the course does not represent work in the undergraduate thesis, internship, practicum, independent study or research, conference or workshop, experiential learning, study abroad, seminar, or colloquium. (Regulations for certificates vary somewhat from this; see Graduate Catalog p. 29). 
	29, 31, 35

	Aggregate Restriction
No more than 1/3 of the total credit requirement (exclusive of culminating activity credits) can be be met by the sum of credits earned in undergraduate, P/F, and university-wide courses numbered 590, 594-598, and 696-697 (or equivalent transfer credits).
	17, 32, 26

	Independent Study and Directed Research
Frequently confused: 596 Independent Study credits are for advanced study of a specialized topic, such as a literature review or synthesis of ideas; 696 Directed Research credits involve all elements of an original investigation, such as generation of a hypothesis, data collection, and analysis.  Work conducted as 596 Independent Study or 696 Directed Research may not be used as part of a thesis.  Undergraduates may not enroll in 696 Directed Research.
	17, 32, 36

	591 Project and 593 Thesis Credit
Students must enroll in at least one credit of 591 or 593 as appropriate during any semester or term in which they engage in Project or Thesis activity including the semester in which the Project achieves full approval or the Thesis is defended, and the semester or term in which the archival copies of the Thesis are submitted to the Graduate College. 
	27-29

	Graduation and Commencement
Students who intend to graduate in a given semester must formally apply for graduation and pay the diploma fee through BroncoWeb by the deadline listed in the academic calendar.  They also must be enrolled in at least one credit in the semester in which they graduate. Summer and Fall graduates participate in December commencement exercises and Spring graduates participate in May commencement exercises. 
	28

	The above academic policies are unofficial summaries of information in the Graduate Catalog, which contains the complete and official versions of these and other policies and procedures. 
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